Letter: We should be waging a war on poverty, not on the poor | Montreal Gazette

02/02/2015

MONTREAKL
SECTIONS (=

Sabres vs. Canadiens preview: Not necessarily a mismatch

B ]} \‘

The Story So Far: Bail decision will stand for Guy Turcotte Elise Béliveau remembers her legendary husband, Jean, two months after his passing

Gallery of the latest Aislin and Pascal cartoons

SOl =RNel (N O]\ ISR =250 COLUMNISTS ® EDITORIALS

Letter: We should be waging a war on poverty, not on the poor

SPECIAL TO MONTREAL GAZETTE

More from Special to Montreal Gazette
Published on: January 29, 2015 | Last Updated: January 29, 2015 3:46 PM EST

O

O

SUBSCRI| SEARCH

http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letter-we-should-be-waging-a-war-on-poverty-not-on-the-poor

1/5


http://montrealgazette.com/subscription
http://montrealgazette.com/
http://montrealgazette.com/business/tab-payment-app-makes-restaurant-bill-splitting-easier
http://montrealgazette.com/business/tab-payment-app-makes-restaurant-bill-splitting-easier
http://montrealgazette.com/sports/hockey/nhl/montreal-canadiens/sabres-vs-canadiens-preview-not-necessarily-a-mismatch
http://montrealgazette.com/sports/hockey/nhl/montreal-canadiens/sabres-vs-canadiens-preview-not-necessarily-a-mismatch
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/montreal-the-moment/the-story-so-far-bail-decision-will-stand-for-guy-turcotte
http://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/montreal-the-moment/the-story-so-far-bail-decision-will-stand-for-guy-turcotte
http://montrealgazette.com/sports/hockey/nhl/montreal-canadiens/elise-beliveau-remembers-her-legendary-husband-jean-two-months-after-his-passing
http://montrealgazette.com/sports/hockey/nhl/montreal-canadiens/elise-beliveau-remembers-her-legendary-husband-jean-two-months-after-his-passing
http://montrealgazette.com/tag/aislin-and-pascal-editorial-cartoons
http://montrealgazette.com/tag/aislin-and-pascal-editorial-cartoons
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/local-news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/local-news
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/local-news/off-island-gazette
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/local-news/west-island-gazette
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/local-news/montreal-the-moment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/quebec
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/national
http://montrealgazette.com/category/news/world
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/columnists
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/editorials
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/letters
http://montrealgazette.com/gallery/editorial-cartoons
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letters-city-should-invest-in-soccer-not-baseball
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letters-city-should-invest-in-soccer-not-baseball
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letters-memories-of-holocaust-an-important-opportunity-to-educate-quebec-students
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letters-memories-of-holocaust-an-important-opportunity-to-educate-quebec-students
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letter-an-important-conversation-to-have
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letter-an-important-conversation-to-have
http://montrealgazette.com/news/quebec/don-macpherson-montreals-and-quebecs-response-to-a-radical-muslim-preacher-may-be-worse-than-the-problem
http://montrealgazette.com/news/quebec/don-macpherson-montreals-and-quebecs-response-to-a-radical-muslim-preacher-may-be-worse-than-the-problem
http://montrealgazette.com/opinion/letters/letters-more-people-would-probably-use-public-transit-if-it-were-more-affordable-and-reliable
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/hockey
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/hockey
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/hockey/nhl/montreal-canadiens
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/hockey/nhl
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/hockey/world-juniors
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/football
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/football
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/football/cfl/montreal-alouettes
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/football/cfl
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/football/nfl
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/soccer
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/soccer
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/soccer/mls/montreal-impact
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/soccer/mls
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/baseball
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/basketball
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/basketball
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/basketball/nba
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/basketball/ncaa
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/tennis
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/golf
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/auto-racing
http://montrealgazette.com/category/sports/stu-on-sports-sports
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business
http://www.financialpost.com/markets/index.html
http://business.financialpost.com/category/news/
http://business.financialpost.com/category/personal-finance/
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/energy
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business/aerospace
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business/personal-finance
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business/real-estate
http://montrealgazette.com/category/business/local-business/retail
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology/gaming
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology/internet
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology/personal-tech
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology/science
http://montrealgazette.com/category/technology/tech-biz
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/local-arts
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/local-arts
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/words-and-music
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/showbiz-chez-nous
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/theatre/stage-page
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/movies
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/movies
http://movies.montrealgazette.com/
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/television
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/television
http://www.montrealgazette.com/entertainment/television/tv-listings/index.html
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/music
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/books
http://montrealgazette.com/category/entertainment/celebrity
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/fashion-beauty
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/food
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/food
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/food/recipes
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/food/local-food-reviews
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/diet-fitness
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/family-child
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/men
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/women
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/seniors
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/sexual-health
http://montrealgazette.com/category/health/diet-fitness
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes/buying-and-selling
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes/condos
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes/decorating
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes/renovating
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes/gardening
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/homes/vacation-homes
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/parenting
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/relationships
http://montrealgazette.com/category/life/urban-expressions
http://montrealgazette.com/category/travel
http://montrealgazette.com/royals
http://www.workopolis.com/jobsearch/whitelabel/montrealgazette/home
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/montrealgazette/
http://classifieds.montrealgazette.com/
http://classifieds.montrealgazette.com/
http://classifieds.montrealgazette.com/
http://www.legacy.com/celebration/montrealgazette/
http://www.househunting.ca/montreal/index.html
http://shopping.montrealgazette.com/ROP/Categories.aspx
http://classifieds.montrealgazette.com/montreal/pets-animals/search
http://classifieds.montrealgazette.com/montreal/for-sale/search
http://www.flyercity.ca/?p=montrealgazette&locale=en&utm_campaign=pm_nav-bar&utm_source=nav-bar&utm_medium=nav-bar&utm_term=Montreal Gazette
http://montrealgazette.adperfect.com/
http://www.driving.ca/
http://montrealgazette.com/
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/letters
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/columnists
http://montrealgazette.com/category/opinion/editorials
http://montrealgazette.com/author/special-to-the-montreal-gazette

Letter: We should be waging a war on poverty, not on the poor | Montreal Gazette 02/02/2015

SHARE § ADJUST JCOMMENTJ PRINT

Re: “Quebec to make changes to welfare program” (Montreal Gazette, Jan. 29)

One of the changes to the welfare system proposed by the Quebec government will make it harder for people on
welfare to have roommates in order to split the rent. Given that the basic welfare cheque of $616 doesn’t even cover
the average rent of a 3 1/2 in Montreal, the government is putting welfare recipients in an impossible situation: We
won’t allow you to have enough income to cover the rent alone, but if you try to band together, we’ll call it income
and cut your cheque. As for the indexation of welfare benefits, they went up by a whopping 1.06 per cent this year.
According to Statistics Canada, in Quebec, the price of food in stores went up 4.9 per cent this year. The hydro rate
went up by 4.3 per cent as well. The poorest among us are falling further behind. Government policies have become
less effective at redistributing wealth over the past 30 years. How much longer will the people of Quebec stand by
while the government wages this irrational war on the poor when we should be waging a war on poverty?

Cathy Inouye (community organizer at Project Genesis), Montreal
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